
Bhubaneswar owes its name to the incarnation of 
Lord Shiva, known as Tribhubaneswara or the ‘Lord 
of Three Worlds’. The city was the capital of the an-
cient kingdom of Kalinga, which was captured by 
Emperor Ashoka in 261 BC. Believed to have housed 
more than 7,000 temples in the past, only 500 are 
now extant. Though the city is accelerating towards 
commercial modernization, it has still managed to 
retain its ancient heritage. 

This modern capital city of Odisha, was officially es-
tablished in 1946. The city has been ahead of its time 
with the introduction of city planning, that was done 
by the German architecture genius Otto Königsberg-
er. Apart from temples, Bhubaneswar boasts of a 
rich variety of crafts like appliqué, cane furniture, Ikat 
sarees, bidri work, etc. 

Over the years, Bhubaneswar has emerged as an IT 
hub to major organisations like Wipro, TCS, Infosys 
and Satyam. Banking, real estate and insurance sec-
tors are also booming in the city. 

Along with the cities Puri and Konark, Bhubaneswar 
forms the 'Golden Triangle', locally called 'Swarna 
Tribhuja'. The 'City of Temples', it is among the most 
visited cities.

QUICK FACTS
Area  : 156 sq kms 

Altitude  : 45 m above sea level 

Temperature  : Summer-Max: 440C Min: 250C :  
 : Winter-Max: 270C Min: 15.10C 

Average annual 
Precipitation : 126 cms 

Best Season  : October to March 

STD Code  : 0674 

Language  : Oriya, Bengali, Hindi, English 

GETTING TO BHUBANESWAR

By Air

Biju Patnaik Airport is located 3 kms from the city 
centre and connects the city by regular domestic 
flights with the rest of the country. Passengers can 
avail a pre-paid taxi from the airport to the city.

By Rail

Bhubaneswar is the headquarters of East Coast 
Railway. The superfast trains of this city connect all 
major states and metropolitans. Tickets can be 
booked either at reservation counters all over the city 
and railway stations or through the Indian Railways 
website (www.irctc.co.in).

By Road

Bhubaneswar has an excellent connectivity of roads 
with other states by National Highway 5. 

Some important road distances from the city are as 
follows:

Asansol 504 kms, Balasore 199 kms, Cuttack 30 kms, 
Deuli 30 kms, Durgapur 478 kms, Haldia 386 kms, 
Jamshedpur 414 kms, Kolkata 445 kms, Paradip 107 
kms, Pipili 203 kms, Puri 56 kms, Purulia 460 kms, 
Raipur 574 kms, Ranchi 529 kms, Raurkela 332 kms, 
Vishakhapatnam 500 kms. 

With the services provided by the Odisha State Road 
Corporation (OSRTC), it has been convenient for pas-
sengers to travel any distance, be it within the state 
or outside. New Bus Stand, the inter-city bus termi-

nal is 6km from the Bhubaneswar city centre at Baramunda.

GETTING AROUND 
Odisha State Road Transport Corporation (OSRTC) and Bhu-
baneswar-Puri Transport Service Ltd. (BPTSL) operate regular 
buses to and from Bhubaneswar. One can choose from local to 
luxury as per budget. Auto-rickshaws are widely available and 
it is a good idea to fix a price beforehand as they mostly do not 
run on meter. Shared autos and cycle rickshaw are cheaper and 
popular options to travel within the city. Pre-paid taxi services 
are available at railway station and airport. Local taxi services, 
Radio Cabs and car rental facilities are also available for more 
comfortable travel.

TOURIST ATTRACTIONS
Ram Mandir (Map Grid D3) (Madhusudan Marg) 

Ram Mandir is beautifully decorated with holy pictures of Ram, 
Lakshman and Sita. The temple in the heart of the city can be 
easily identified by its high spire. Idols of Lord Shiva and Hanu-
man, that are made out of marble enshrine the place. 

Indira Gandhi Park (Map Grid D3) (Old parade ground) 

Spread over an area of 10.6 acres the park is the place where 
the erstwhile Prime Minister of India Smt. Indira Gandhi had de-
livered her last public speech on 30 October 1984, a day prior 
to her execution in New Delhi. Once a famous parade ground, 
the prime attraction of this park is the statue of Indira Gandhi, a 
masterpiece of the Russian duo Dimitry Ryebachev and Alexan-
der Ryebachev. 

BDA City Centre (Map Grid D3) (Madhusudan Nagar) 

Located at the central part of the city, this park covers an area 
of over 25 acres. It has a kid’s corner ,a parking lot, water foun-
tains jog tracks and the likes. It is owned and maintained by Bhu-
baneshwar Development Authority, which is also responsible for 
the upkeep of more than 50 parks and open spaces across the 
city.

Kalinga Stadium (Map Grid C2) (Khordha) 
The Kalinga Stadium is the biggest and the main stadium of Bhu-
baneswar. Presently converted into a sports complex, it has an 
8-lane synthetic athletic track, gymnasium hall, swimming pool 
and a 3 side gallery, which can accommodate more than 55,000 
spectators. 

Kalinga Stadium
Lingaraj Temple (Map Grid D4) (: 6am-9.30pm) 

This temple is a dedication to Lord Shiva and dates back more 
than 1,000 years. Hovering at a height of 180 ft, the temple, looks 
down on most of the skyscrapers below. It is located within a 
spacious courtyard that is 520 ft long and 465 ft wide. Other than 
the main temple, there are around 150 smaller shrines within the 
complex. 

Lingaraj meaning ‘king of the lingas’ is dedicated to Shiva in his 
Tribhubaneshwara (lord of the three worlds) manifestation. In 
addition to the deul (sanctum-sanctorum) and the jagmohana 
(porch), the temple has the natamandira (hall of dance) and the 
bhogamandapa (hall of offering).

Rajarani Temple (Map Grid D4) (Rajarani Colony; Indian/ Foreigner:`5/ 
US$2: : 5am-9.30) 

The 11th century temple, amid boundless paddy fields, is built 
with rare sandstones of red and gold shades. Most notable 
feature of this temple is the idols of Indra, Agni, Yama, Nirriti, 
Varuna, Vayu, Kubera and Ishana, guarding it from all directions. 
Temple exhibits yet another phase in the evolution of Odishan 
temple architecture.

Rajarani Temple
Bindusagar Lake (Map Grid D4) (Lakshmi Sagar : 6 am-9.30 pm) 

According to myths, Lord Shiva made this lake in order to 
quench the thirst of Devi Parvati.

The lake is about 1300 ft in length and 700 ft in width. The banks 
of Bindusagar Lake are bound and paved with stone slabs which 
further enhance its charm. The idol of Lord Shiva from the Lin-
garaj Temple is given a bath as a ritual annually. The holy water 
of this lake is believed to have miraculous powers that can cure 
ailments. It is also believed that the water of this lake is holy and 
washes away all the sins and diseases, when taken a dip. 

Mukteswar Temple (Map Grid D4) (: 6am-9.30pm) 

Mukteswar is one of the most prominent temples of Odisha, 
known for its exquisite architecture. Dedicated to Lord Shiva, the 
10th century shrine has a huge well, whose water is believed to 
cure infertility. The ‘Jewel of Odissi architecture’, is a potpourri 
of Jain, Hindu and Buddhist architecture. The exquisite torana 
(gateway) to the Mukteswara Temple, has elaborate sculptures 
that resemble attributes of female forms, monkeys and peacocks. 

Mukteswar Temple 
Ananta Vasudeva Temple (Map Grid D4) (: 5am-9.30pm) 

The temple of Krishna, Balarama and Subhadra was built by 
Chandrikadevi, daughter of Ananga- bhimadev III in 1278 AD. 
Unlike other temples of that era, it has a uniform sanctum, porch 
and three chambers namely Jagamohana, Natamandira and 
Bhogamandapa. Standing high on the banks of Bindusagar Lake, 
it is visually a smaller replica of the Lingaraj Temple.

Ananta Vasudeva Temple
Parsurameswar Temple (Map Grid D4) (Puri Road; : 6am-9.30pm) 

The 7th century temple is comparatively smaller than others. It 
is known for its engravings that portray Lord Shiva and God-
dess Parvati’s wedding. The temple is also abode of Indra (god 
of rain), Surya (the Sun) and Yama (god of death) along with 
the seven mother goddesses. The sculptures found here, all 
share a sense of elegance and dimensions rarely seen in other 
temples across the state. 

Even though the temple has not been made in an elaborate and 
spend-thrift manner, the carvings and arrangements are decent 
and humble in their own making. An interesting portrayal of Ra-
vana trying to uproot Shiva's resting place and Shiva trying to 
throw him down can be found. 

Pathani Samanta Planetarium (Map Grid D2) (JL Nehru Marg, City 
Centre; : 12 noon-8.30 pm;:+91-674-2581653,09861149057; Closed on 
Monday; Entry Fee: Adult/ Child/ Student group:15/ 5/ 5 )

The planetarium was constructed as a tribute to the great 19th 
century astronomer Pathani Samanta Chandrashekhar. Along 
with its regular night sky viewing, poster shows and audio visual 
programs, it also provides financial and academic support to 
young researchers. A public library equipped with books on sci-
ence and technology is also within the planetarium's premises.

Ekamra Kanan (Map Grid B2) (Nayapalli; Entry fee: Adult/ Child `10/ 
5; : 10am-8pm; Show : 2pm-5pm; Closed on Monday;: +91-674-
2556913) 

This botanical research and conservation centre houses a large 
lake, rose gardens, flower beds, lush lawns and numerous spe-
cies of plants. A large number of birds migrate to the lake every 
year. A Cactus Garden here has an incredible collection of cacti, 
rare trees and 9,000 varieties of roses. A flower show is held here 
in December-January. 

Ekamra Kanan
Khandagiri & Udaygiri (Map Grid A4, A3) (Lalbagh; : Sunrise to 
Sunset) 

Khandagiri and Udaygiri, the identical hills are the most popular 
tourist sites in Bhubaneswar. Lying beside each other, Khanda-
giri has 15 rock cut caves while Udaygiri has 18. Most of the 
caves are of either Buddhist or Jain origins. Historians have de-
termined that the excavation of the hillside started sometime 
around the 1st century BC and was carried on for centuries. The 

sculptures in these rock-cut shrines are some of the best in India 
and provide an important understanding of the evolution of ar-
chitecture in general and sculpture in particular in India.

Khandagiri & Udaygiri
Kedar Gouri Temple (Map Grid D4) (Ashok Nagar; : 6am-9.30pm) 

Dedicated to Lord Shiva in his Kedareshwar manifestation and 
Goddess Gouri, the temple is one of the ashtasambhus (eight 
shrines of Lord Shiva). The ancient text, Kapila Samhita states 
that the stream that flows by the side of this temple has miracu-
lous powers. Nearby are two lakes known as Marichi Kund and 
Khira Kund. The waters of Marichi Kund is said to be good for 
digestion and Khira Kund’s water is sold in auction to women 
who cannot conceive. 

Vaital Temple (Map Grid D3) (Rajarani Colony; : 5am-9.30pm; Indian/ 
Foreigner: `5/ US$2) 

The 8th century Vaital Temple is known for its semi cylindrical 
roof and the gopuram (spire) in Dravidian style. Chamunda is the 
presiding deity in this temple which is why one of the oldest 
and regular customs here is animal sacrifice. It is also a major 
pilgrimage spot for tantriks. 

Dhauligiri Hill (Map Grid D5) (8 kms from Bhubaneswar; : Sunrise to 
Sunset) 

Dhauligiri Hill is one of the most revered Buddhist pilgrimages 
in Odisha. Emperor Ashoka retired from the violence of war 
and embraced Buddhism from this place. Apart from the edicts 
of Ashoka, one can visit the Shanti Stupa, Saddharma Vihar 
Monastery, ancient sculpture, rock cut caves and numerous 
small Hindu temples.

FEW WORDS FROM INDIAN LEXICON

English to Hindi/ Oriya
Address  : Pata/ Thikana 

Answer  : Jawab/ Uttar 

Arrival  : Pahunchna/ Agamana 

Baggage  : Saaman/ Jinisapatra 

Directions  : Dishayen/ Diga 

Festival  : Tyohar/ Mela 

Food  : Khana/ Khadya 

Friend  : Dost/ Sanga/ Sathi 

Fruit  : Phal/ Phala 

Gift  : Uphar/ Upahara 

Hungry  : Bhukha/ Bhukila 

Hurry up  : Jaldi Karo/ Sighra 

Water  : Pani/ Pani 

Price  : Mulya/ Daam 

Purchase  : Kharidna/ Kiniba 

Question  : Sawal/ Prasna 

Safe  : Surakshit/ Nirapada 

Shop  : Dukaan/ Dokana 

Thank You  : Dhanyavad/ Dhanyabad 

Toilet  : Jan Suvidha/ Paikhana 

Vegetable  : Sabzi/ Panipariva 

Your  : Tumhara/ Tumara

CONVERSATIONAL PHRASES
English to Oriya
At the Airport  : Bimana bandara pakhare 

Where is the exit?  : Keuthare prasthana 

How far is the hotel?  : Hotel kete dura 

What is the rent?  : Kete bhada 

Please call Taxi  : Dayakari taxi daka 

Please stop here  : Dayakari athare banda kara 

Place worth visiting  : Keusthan dekhiba pai yogya 

Want city guide map  : Sahar manachitra darakara 

Show me the way  : Mate rashta dekhayo 

Please do booking  : Dayakari arakhyana kara 

Which is the main : Keuthare mukhya bazaar 
shopping centre?   

I want to send an e-mail : Mu e-mail pathaebapai chahuchi 

It is hot/ cold today  : Bahuta garam/ agi thanda

ACCOMMODATION

Wide range of hotels in all categories are available. Contact 
nearest tourist office or www.incredibleindia.org 

FAIRS & FESTIVALS
Ekamra Utsav (February) 

Ekamra Utsav, a combination of many festivals, celebrates the 
unique and dynamic spirit of Bhubaneswar with a a mix of both 
worlds, traditional and modern. It includes folk dance, food, 
handicraft exhibition and puppet shows from Ramayana and 
Mahabharata. The dancing styles of Paika Akhada, Danda Nritya, 
Chhau, Ghjumura, Ranpa, Ghoda Nach & Sambalpuri are per-
formed.

Mahashivratri (February)

It is celebrated at the biggest Shiva temple,the Linga-
raj Temple with great respect and devotion. The dev-
otees start gathering near the temple much before 
sunrise and stand in queue for more than 5 hours for a darshan. 
It is believed that one glimpse of Lord Shiva during this period 
ensures that the person would not need to go through purgatory 
and will get a direct entry into heaven. The festival ends in the 
midnight, with Maha Deepa ritual wherein the idol of Lord Shiva 
is worshiped with a massive earthen deep, or lamp. 

Dol Jatra (March) 

The festival of colours is celebrated as Dol Jatra in Odisha. Dur-
ing the course of the procession, the idols of Lord Krishna and 
Devi Radha are stopped in front of every house for the devotees 
to worship. 

Ashokashtami (April) 

Observed on the eigth day of the Oriya month of Chaitra, the 
Lingaraj yatra festival in Ashokashtami is one of the most 
popular festivals in Bhubaneswar. People gather near the Linga-
raj temple to witness the Rath Yatra (car festival) of Lord Shiva till 
the Rameswara Temple. 

Durga Puja (September - October) 

The festival of Goddess Durga celebrates for ten days the vic-
tory of the goddess over demon Mahishasur. The festival is 
celebrated with traditional rituals and great pomp and show. In 
Bhubaneswar, Saheednagar Durga Puja Samiti is the oldest of all 
and it is sponsored and attended by the who's who of politics, 
film industry and sports field.

Deepavali / Kali Puja (October-November) 

In Bhubaneswar, Goddess Kali is worshipped during Diwali. The 
black complexioned Kali stands with one foot on Lord Shiva’s 
chest, a slaughtered head in one hand, khadga, or scythe in an-
other and wears a skull garland. The festival is celebrated all over 
the state with fire crackers and lamps. 

Kali Puja
Muharram 

This festival is observed as a day of mourning by Muslims. It is 
observed on the 10th day of the Islamic lunar month of Muhar-
ram, coinciding with the day of martyrdoms of Hazrat Hussain at 
the Battle of Karbala. Popular mostly among the Shia Muslims, 
processions bearing ornamented floats (taziyas) are taken out on 
every major road in the city.

SHOPPER’S PARADISE
Ekamra Haat (Map Grid D3) (Near IDCO Exhibition Ground; :10 am-10 
pm;: +91-674-2393169) 

With 42 shops and eight open-display corners, Ekamra Haat is 
the centre of whole gamut of Odishan as well as National Handi-
craft and Handloom. 

Utkalika (Map Grid D3) (Ashok Nagar; : 11am-7pm; Closed on Sunday; 
: +91-674-2530187) 

A famous and popular handicraft showroom, the place is known 
for ikat works, handicrafts and various products created by mas-
ter craftsmen of Odisha. 

Satyam Shivam Sundaram Mall (Map Grid D3) (Janpath; : 9.30am- 
2.30pm, 4pm-9.30pm;: +91-674-2535123/ 2535320)

Spread over about 10,000 sq. ft, the mall serves a destination to 
brand conscious shoppers. It has the best collection of shirts, 
trousers, suits, fashion products, music accessories and every-
thing that will make shopping an expedition. Window shoppers 
may enjoy the chic glass doorways, monolithic walls, glazed 
concrete floors and the serene ambience of the mall. 

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRES
India Tourism Bhubaneswar
Paryatan Bhawan, Second Floor, Lewis Road, 
Bhubaneswar-751014 
: +91-674-2432203/ 2435487 (Extn. 23) 
(f) : +91-674-2432203 
@ : itobbs@ori.nic.in 
(w) : www.incredibleindia.org

Department of Tourism
Government of Odisha, Paryatan Bhawan, 
Lewis Road, Bhubaneswar-751014
 : +91-674-2432177 (f): +91-674-2430887
@ : ortour@orissatourism.gov.in
(w) : www.orissatourism.gov.in 

LIST OF MUSEUMS
Odisha State Museum (Map Grid D4) 

Lewis Road, Near Kalpana Square
: +91-674-2431597 (w): orissamuseum.nic.in 
Timings: 10am-5pm Closed: Monday, National Holidays 
Entry Fee: Adult/ Child/ Foreigner: `5/ 1/ 60 Camera: `10 

Odisha State Museum
Regional Museum of Natural History (Map Grid D2) 
Near Pathani Samanta Planetarium, 
Acharya Vihar : +91-674-2584114 Timings: 10am-5 
pm (Shows) 11am-12pm, 3pm-4pm 
Closed: Monday, National Holidays 

Regional Science Centre (Map Grid D2) 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru Marg
: +91-674-2541435 Timings: 10am-5pm (Show) 
5pm Closed: Holi, Diwali 
Entry Fee: Adult/ Child- `10/ 5 Show- `10

Tribal Museum (Map Grid B3) 
SCSTRTI, Unit-VIII, CRPF Square, Nayapalli, 
: +91-674-2563649/ 2561635 (w): www.scstrti.in 
Timings: 10am-5pm Closed: Monday, National 
Holidays

Tribal Museum 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Ambulance  102 

Police  100 

Fire Brigade 101 

Traffic/ Accidents  +91-674-2530941 

Commissioner of Police  +91-674-2530035 

Bhubaneswar City Railway 
Station Enquiry- General/ 
Reservations  136, +91-674-2532233 

Airport Enquiry +91-674-259624/ 23 

Capital Hospital  +91-674-2400688 

ESI, Shahid Nagar  +91-674-2510647 

ESI, VSS Nagar  +91-674-2581375 

Kalinga Hospital  +91-674-2301227

Note: Due to space constraint, all places of interest could not 
be included here. For more up-to-date information, contact 

nearest India tourism office. Or visit www.incredibleindia.org 
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